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Structure of SOBR2023
The structure of SOBR2023 assessment follow MRB IF of 5 dimensions, 15 strategic indicators from 53 
assessment indicators (referencing 120 monitoring parameters from 4 data sources: MRC routine 
river monitoring, Periodic regional studies, National monitoring and survey data collection 
and transmission, Supplementary databases of international and regional organisations).

Environmental Social Economic Climate Change Cooperation

• Water flow 
conditions
• Water quality and 
sediment conditions
• Status of 
environmental assets
• Overall environment 
condition

•Living conditions 
and well-being
•Livelihoods and 
employment in 
water-related 
sectors
•Overall social 
condition

•Contribution to 
basin economy
•Economic 
performance of 
water-
related sectors

•Greenhouse gas 
emissions
•Climate change 
trends and extremes
•Adaptation to 
climate change

• Self-finance of the 
MRC
• Benefits derived 
from cooperation
• Equity of benefits 
derived from 
the Mekong River 
system



Assessment Rating

Recommendations for 
• MRC to support achievement of BDS 2021-2030 

Outcomes
• Other stakeholders to in partnership with MRC 

and/or basin countries to support achievement of 
BDS 2021-2030 Outcomes



Environment Dimension



Recommendation for other stakeholders in partnership 
with MRC and/or basin countries to support achievement of 
BDS 2021-2030 Outcomes of Environment Dimension



Social Dimension



Recommendation for other stakeholders in partnership with MRC 
and/or basin countries to support achievement of BDS 2021-2030 
Outcomes of Social Dimension



Economic Dimension



Recommendation for other stakeholders in partnership with MRC 
and/or basin countries to support achievement of BDS 2021-2030 
Outcomes of Economic Dimension



Climate Change Dimension



Recommendation for other stakeholders in partnership with MRC 
and/or basin countries to support achievement of BDS 2021-2030 
Outcomes of Climate Change Dimension



Cooperation Dimension



Recommendation for other stakeholders in partnership with MRC 
and/or basin countries to support achievement of BDS 2021-2030 
Outcomes of Cooperation Dimension



Socio-Economic Database (2023)
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Background:
• The MRC’s first Socio-Economic 

Database was launched in 2015.

• The MRB-IF (2019), Technical Guideline for 
implementing the MRB-IF (2021) and 
DAGAP (2021) implemented to address the 
data gaps.

• The MRC SP 2021-2025 internalizes 
a ‘gender and vulnerability 
(G&V)’ approach through the 
Gender Action Plan (2021-2025).

• The MRC Handbook on Mainstreaming 
Gender (2023) implemented through socio-
economic data collection, including G&V 
data.

• A report on “Gender and Social 
Vulnerability Assessment Approach” 
(2024) provides additional G&V data 
requirements and tool for the G&V 
assessment. 16



SE and GV data items, including gender-disaggregated data for 1981-2020

17

Socio-Economic Data Collection within DAGAP (2023)

Sectors
Requested (Data Items) Total Indicators

(Data Items)National Data Province Data
1.  Health 7 7 14

2.  Household well being 9 9 18

3.  Demographic 14 14 24

4.  Agriculture 21 21 42

5.  Hydropower 4 4 8

6.  Navigation 4 4 8

7.  Sand mining 2 2 4

8.  Tourism 6 6 12

9.  Flood and drought 8 8 16

10. Gender and Vulnerabilities 15 15 30

Total 90 90 180



Example of the Gender and Vulnerability Data



Socio-Economic Database (2023)
• The Socio-Economic Database aims to enable the users such as the MRC and national line agencies to access 

the required SE and GV data following the MRC PDIES for their future use in regional and national planning, 
assessments, reports and decision-making processes. 

• It includes the datasets of social and 
economic indicators under the MRB-IF, 
collected and transmitted by MCs in 2023.

• The socio-economic data items is secondary 
data from national database, national 
surveys, administrative reports and other 
sources provided by MCs.

• Some data was used in the SOBR 2023 
(officially launched in June 2024) and the 
Mekong Atlas (officially launched in April 
2024).

• The SE Database includes four main sections 
as follows and available 
https://portal.mrcmekong.org/sedb

https://portal.mrcmekong.org/sedb


Section 1: Introductory Page



Section 2: Strategic Indicators from the SOBR 2023



Section 3: Data Items from the Socio-Economic Data Collected and 
Transmitted by MCs in 2023

22



Section 4: Social and Economic Maps from the LMB Atlas 2023

23



Recommendations:

1. Using the data available from the Socio-Economic Database for further analysis 
and assessments to identify the appropriate measures to address the identified 
risks/impacts from water resource development and climate change (flood and 
drought).

2. Developing and implementing a plan to enhance data collection, including gender 
and vulnerability data and analysis at sub-national scales to better understand the 
conditions, trends, issues and adaptation strategies, particularly data related 
to livelihoods, well-being, education and employment in water-related sectors.

3. Mobilising and allocating financial and technical resources for implementing 
the recommended measures/initiatives and improved data collection and 
analysis to support riparian communities' adaptation and improve equity for 
vulnerable groups in MRB.



Thank you.
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