






Tonle Sap Lake and Songkhla Lake Basins Communication Outreach Project

Country: 
Cambodia, Thailand

Budget: 
US$ 457,000

Duration: 
Oct 2013 - Mar 2018

Tonle Sap Lake and Songkhla Lake Basins 
Communication Outreach Project
Sharing Experiences to Build Healthy Lakes

Cambodia’s Tonle Sap Lake is a vital source of livelihood for millions of people, so 

is Thailand’s Songkhla Lake for its surrounding populations. Community-based lake 

resources management is a key for both lakes to support sustainable development of the 

Lower Mekong Basin and beyond.

Tonle Sap is the largest freshwater lake in Southeast Asia, expanding six times to 15,000 

km2 during the peak of the flood season. While the lake drains into the Mekong River 

during the dry season, it reverses its flow during the wet season to make the lake flooded. 

This remarkable hydrological cycle supports the lake’s high productivity of fish, plants and 

wildlife – life-sustaining resources for Cambodian people. 

Outside the basin, Songkhla Lake is Thailand’s largest natural lake where freshwater mixes 

with seawater. The lake covers an area of 1,040 km² in the southern part of the country, 

and provides a wide variety of resource-based livelihoods, from agriculture to fisheries 

to tourism. It is renowned for the lake community’s strong commitment to leading the 

preservation and management of their shared resources.

These unique features make the two lakes a great match to share their experiences to 

build healthy lakes in the face of common challenges such as unsustainable fisheries and 

effects of global warming.
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The project will bring the following results:
 à IWRM-based lake governance is strengthened.

 à Understanding of policy options to support sustainable resource-based livelihoods is 

improved.

 à Public awareness of the development and preservation of healthy lakes is increased.

Joint Actions for Durable Solutions

The Tonle Sap Lake and Songkhla Lake Basins 

Communication Outreach Project provides an 

opportunity for Cambodia and Thailand to 

discuss and share good practices in managing 

their natural resources.

It raises awareness on IWRM-based lake 

management to preserve healthy lakes 

through communication activities within own 

communities and between the two lakes. 

This will strengthen community-based lake 

management to address major challenges 

facing both lakes. 

Exchange visits have been carried out for 

learning and sharing of good practices on lake 

governance, including community-based fisheries 

management, women’s empowerment and climate 

change adaptation. A participatory video exchange 

initiative has also facilitated mutual learning through joint 

video production and community video screening. The two lakes 

will further produce a report on joint learning and a handbook on 

lake governance. 
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