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INTRODUCTION

In the midst of changing weather and water
patterns globally, there is a growing urgency
for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to include water security in its dialogue
and cooperation. Water security is defined
by UN-Water as “the capacity of a population
to safeguard sustainable access to adequate
quantities of acceptable water quality for sustaining
livelihoods, human well-being, and socio-economic
development, for ensuring protection against
water-borne pollution and water-related disasters,
and for preserving ecosystems in a climate of
peace and political stability”. Acknowledging the
interrelationship between water and security
provides insight on how water management and
governance may affect societal tensions over this
important natural resource. It also contributes to
reducing vulnerabilities and managing potential
conflicts over freshwater resources between and
within societal members, as well as providing
ways in which civilians could be better protected
in this regard. Most importantly, highlighting
water security is crucial to bring about peace and
sustainability. It would also bring opportunities for
increased cooperation among countries, partners
and stakeholders, yielding mutual benefits through
the optimization of common water resources
previously unrecognized.
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Recognizing the importance of preserving, managing, and sustaining the use of water
resources, ASEAN Member States have cooperated closely to promote Integrated
Water Resource Management for the sustainability of water resources, equitable
accessibility, and sufficient water quantity of acceptable quality to meet the needs of
the people, the economy and the environment, as articulated in the ASEAN Working
Group on Water Resources Management (AWGWRM) Action Plan. Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Thailand and Viet Nam, which are also members of the Mekong River Commission
(MRC), have also been cooperating to implement the 1995 Mekong Agreement on
promoting and coordinating the sustainable development of the Mekong water and
related resources.
More than 70 million people depend partly or entirely on the Mekong River as a
source of life and livelihoods. But pressing transboundary issues have reached a
critical juncture in many parts of the wider ASEAN region, which requires deeper
and stronger regional unity to close development gaps. The First ASEAN–MRC
Water Security Dialogue was built on the cooperation framework signed in 2018
between ASEAN and the MRC. The MRC Secretariat and Lower Mekong countries,
together with ASEAN Member States, are committed to achieving the objectives of
the 1995 Mekong Agreement and ASEAN’s vision for water security by 2025 through
strengthened cooperation and coordination.
The 1st ASEAN–MRC Water Security Dialogue was organized for two days from
19 to 20 August 2021 and hosted by the MRC Secretariat, in cooperation with the
ASEAN Secretariat, with designated meeting hubs in Mekong countries. Delegates
from other ASEAN countries participated online due to COVID-19 restrictions. The twoday forum, which consisted of plenary and parallel discussions among senior officials,
technical experts, and partners from the Mekong and wider ASEAN region, served as
a platform to exchange novel ideas and identify possible areas for collaboration to
further strengthen regional and local capacities in addressing water scarcity, water
pollution, and water-related disaster risks, such as flood and drought. An interactive
session with youth was also organized on the side-lines of the event to stimulate
dialogue on youth-led, idea-driven advocacy for water security in the Mekong region.
The inaugural ASEAN–MRC Water Security Dialogue tabled three thematic solutions
related to policy, technology, and partnership that can help countries in the Mekong
and broader ASEAN address existential water security challenges that confront the
region. During the two-day dialogue meeting, over 100 participants from the ASEAN
Member States, development partners, and regional and international organizations
joined the discussion.

3

WELCOMING SESSION

Dr Inthavy Akkharath
Chair, ASEAN Working Group on Water Resources Management for 2021 DirectorGeneral, Department of Water Resources, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, Lao PDR
Dr Inthavy Akkharath, Chair, ASEAN Working Group on Water Resources Management
for 2021 Director-General Department of Water Resources, Minister of Natural
Resources and Environment, Lao PDR, delivered his welcoming remark by expressing
his gratitude to the 1st ASEAN–MRC Water Security Dialogue. He underlined that
climate change was a global occurrence, which leads to the increase of global
temperatures as well as higher flood levels and prolonged inundation in the Mekong
Delta. Therefore, ASEAN must address water security issues urgently.
He highlighted the role of the ASEAN Working Group on Water Resources Management’s
(AWGWRM) in promoting the sustainability of water resources to ensure equitable
accessibility and sufficient water to meet the needs of the people of ASEAN. He also
highlighted the aims of ASEAN and the MRC Cooperation Framework, which was
established in 2018. He also emphasized the significance of Mekong River in terms of
how it connects the region and economic development.
Dr Akkharath had high expectations that the dialogue would provide a strong
foundation for further collaboration between all ASEAN members and their partners
for the betterment of the people and the environment of the region.
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OPENING SESSION

Mr Phonepaseuth Phouliphanh
Acting Chair of the MRC Joint Committee for 2021 Acting Secretary General of Lao
National Mekong Committee Secretariat, Lao PDR

In his opening remarks, the Acting Chair of the MRC Joint Committee for 2021
and Acting Secretary-General of the Lao National Mekong Committee Secretariat,
Mr Phonepaseuth Phouliphanh, emphasized the significance of the ASEAN–MRC
dialogue to tackle the complex challenges regarding water security in the region.
He stressed that demand for water is expected to increase in the Mekong Basin
countries while vulnerability to climate change is high and inequality remains a
critical issue in the region. The COVID-19 pandemic has further raised the stakes.
These challenges can only be dealt with effectively through collective action. For
this reason, water security cooperation is now seen as a priority issue – one that
is put on the larger ASEAN agenda through this dialogue platform.
Mr Phoulipanh concluded that the ASEAN–MRC Water Security Dialogue is
essential to tackle societal, environmental, and development challenges that the
Mekong countries are facing. The effects would not only benefit these countries
but would also contribute to reducing poverty and boosting development and
growth throughout the ASEAN region.
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SPECIAL SESSION
How can we work together between ASEAN and MRC towards advancing
water security considering the rapid changing environment?

H.E. Kung Phoak
Deputy Secretary-General (DSG) of ASEAN for the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community
H.E. Kung Phoak, Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for the ASEAN SocioCultural Community, highlighted the ASEAN–MRC Water Security Dialogue as
a symbol of solid partnership between the ASEAN Secretariat and the Mekong
River Commission Secretariat (MRCS) for working together to ensure water
security in the region. He stressed the importance of water to livelihoods and to
the social and economic development of the region. He also emphasized that the
protection of the region’s water resources had historically been an integral part
of ASEAN’s work over the years.
H.E. Kung stressed that lack of integrated water resources management is one
of the main challenges regarding water security issues, due to higher demand
and excessive competition and risks brought by climate change. The issues have
not only greatly impacted human consumption, but also its related agriculture,
fisheries, industry, navigation, as well as the protection of our rich biological and
environmental resources.
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H.E. Kung highlighted the promotion of
partnerships between the MRCS and
Mekong countries to implement several
key regional water policies, strategies, and
guidelines to develop the Mekong Basin.
Furthermore, he reiterated that stronger
collaborative approaches and shared
solutions are needed to realize the targets
to equitable access to safe, sufficient
water to ensure food security and strong
water supply to sustain and support the
region’s economies and mitigate waterrelated hazards.
He also encouraged all parties and
actors to promote the sustainable
management of water resources through
greater openness and more meaningful
engagement. He expected the outcomes
of the dialogue to address the emerging
water-related issues in the region.
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PLENARY SESSION

What are the most pressing water security challenges/ issues and opportunities
in the Mekong and broader ASEAN region?

The plenary session discussed the topic of the most pressing water security challenges/
issues and opportunities in the Mekong and broader ASEAN region. The speakers of
the plenary were:
• H.E. Mr Chhea Bunrith, General Director of Technical Affairs
Directorate, Ministry of Meteorology and Water Resources, Cambodia
(right photo, middle row, second to the left)
• Dr Sevillo David Jr., Executive Director, National Water Resources Board,
Philippines
• Ms Chen Lee, Senior Fellow of the Singapore Institute of International
Affairs, Singapore
• Mr Dong Yanfei, Deputy Secretary General, LMC Water Centre
• Mr Hans Guttman, Executive Director, Asian Disaster Preparedness
Center (first photo on the left, on the right)
The discussion was moderated by Dr Anoulak Kittikhoun, Chief Strategy and
Partnership Officer, MRC Secretariat (first photo on the right).
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Panellist H.E. Chhea Bunrith, General Director of Technical Affairs Directorate, Ministry
of Meteorology and Water Resources, Cambodia, middle of third row) underlined that
the most pressing water security challenges in Cambodia as well as the border Mekong
region were due to: human activities; natural stress, including climate change that
increased floods and droughts; limited human capacities and funds to develop and
manage water infrastructure resources, technology, and innovation; and the quality
of information and monitoring systems.

Panellist Dr Sevillo David Jr., Executive Director, National Water Resources Board,
Philippines (second row, right) reiterated that there were major challenges due to
limitations in data, knowledge and information for decision-making, as well as in
water infrastructure and water governance to manage water resources.
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Panellist
Mr
Dong
Yanfei,
Deputy
Secretary
General,
LancangMekong Cooperation (LMC) Water Centre (third row, left) emphasized the importance
of institutional arrangements to ensure political and policy leadership, collaboration
across line agencies and different levels of governments, and public participation
and stakeholder involvement. He further highlighted the significance of identifying
national and local gaps, and how regional cooperation could function through the
LMC, the MRC, and ASEAN.
Panellist Ms Chen Lee, Senior Fellow of the Singapore Institute of International Affairs,
Singapore (top column, fourth from the left)
stressed that with respect to the issue of
water security as a whole, it was important
not to forget other dimensions such as
energy security, human security, food
security, and geopolitical security. She
underlined the increasing damming of
Mekong River, and the resulting need to
share hydrology and hydropower operation data between China and the Mekong
countries. She highlighted the importance of transboundary cooperation, data sharing
on water management, and the need for ASEAN to play an active role and to be
engaged in the Mekong. The Mekong countries need to involve other ASEAN countries
and their dialogue partners including China to ensure successful and sustainable
regional development in a united approach to advance both individual and common
interests, and to address current and future challenges.
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Panelist Mr Hans Guttman, Executive Director, Asian Disaster Preparedness Center
shared solutions to cope with floods, droughts, and extreme weather events and
their impact. He highlighted the importance of early warning systems in disaster
preparedness which could help to provide information and coping capacity to
potentially affected people. In addition, vulnerability and risk assessments must be
improved to reduce risk through informed planning and investment. Emergency
response should focus on who needs help the most – and GIS, artificial intelligence
(AI) and IT help a great deal in this area. He proposed using the existing mechanism of
the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER)
programme and ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster
management (AHA Centre) , which can easily link with the MRC Secretariat, and the
regional flood and drought centre in Cambodia. He also mentioned the opportunity to
link with all ASEAN/MRC member countries and other platforms and mechanisms to
discuss and exchange ideas on this topic.
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Dr Somkiat Prachamwong, Secretary General of the Thai National Mekong Committee
(TNMC) (TNMC_HUB) highlighted that

“sustainable development cannot be achieved without transboundary
water cooperation”.
Mr Christian Engler, Deputy Director of
the Swiss Development Cooperation in
Lao PDR.
Mr Engler spoke on behalf of Switzerland
in expressing its sincere wish to be a
Development Partner. Switzerland, like
Lao PDR, is a regional driver. From this
perspective, Switzerland and ASEAN are
facing similar issues. He emphasized
that regional challenges require regional
solutions, regional implementation,
planning, as well as actions. The Mekong River is crucial in terms of economic and
political developments of ASEAN. Switzerland is honoured to be part of dialogue and
will continue to intensify the cooperation in the future.
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Summarized plenary session by Dr Anoulak Kittikhoun, Chief Strategy and
Partnership Officer, MRC Secretariat

ASEAN countries are facing many challenges including: water security, which is
causedby climate change brought by human activities; constrained human resources;
limited data and dissemination to the appropriate targets; and geopolitical challenges.
However, ASEAN countries as well as Mekong countries have been able to manage
geopolitical challenges and regional peace and stability for half a century. ASEAN
and Mekong countries have extensive opportunities to collaborate on regional unity,
address national gaps, and they recognize the importance of technology and capacity
building. Overall, nothing can be created without partnerships and funding; therefore.
it is significant to develop partnerships throughout the world.

PANEL DISCUSSION: WHAT ARE THE INNOVATIVE WAYS TO
SOLVE WATER PROBLEMS?

13

PANEL 1: SOLUTIONS TO WATER SCARCITY: HOW TO BALANCE
WATER DEMAND AND WATER SUPPLY?

The panel focused on the topic, Solutions to water scarcity: How to balance water
demand and water supply? The panelists were:
• Mr Phingsaliao Sithiengtham, Planning Officer, Department of Water
Resources, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment, Lao PDR
ASEAN (second row, right)
• Mr Michael Toh, Director, Industry and Technology Collaboration
Department, National Water Agency PUB, Singapore
• Mr Ronaldo C. Padua, Head of Maynilad Water Supply Operations,
Maynilad Water Services, Inc., Philippines
Session Chair: H.E. Mr Watt Botkosal, Deputy Secretary General, Cambodia National
Mekong Committee, Cambodia (second row, first on the left)
Moderator: Mr Apichai Sunchindah, Development Specialist
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Panellist Mr Phingsaliao Sithiengtham, Planning Officer, Department of Water
Resources, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment , Lao PDR, discussed how
to balance the demand and availability of water policies including drafting regulations,
decree and laws. Although some water management policies are not yet available in
Lao PDR, especially equitable water allocation planning, the water assessment and
water licensing or water use permits have been carried out by the Lao Government.

Panellist Mr Michael Toh, Director, Industry and Technology Collaboration
Department, National Water Agency PUB, Singapore (upper left) presented the
water management approach in Singapore, specifically, the three key strategies:
supply water, reclaim water, and tame storm water. These water management policies
depend on advanced technology solutions, whose ideas come from exchanging water
management globally, including building an ecosystem of water companies, bringing
global stakeholders to share best practices, and building partnerships, etc.
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Panellist Mr Ronaldo C. Padua, Head of Maynilad Water Supply Operations, Maynilad
Water Services, Inc., Philippines (first row, top middle) presented water management
in the Philippines, specifically, clean water and sanitation, which are implemented by
the government sectors as well as the private companies in the country to ensure the
clean water assessment. Although the Philippines is still facing water demanding issue
and climate change, to date, the country has managed to preserve its water resources
and sustainability of water use.

PANEL 2. SOLUTIONS TO WATER POLLUTION: HOW TO IMPROVE
WATER QUALITY AND SANITATION?

The panel discussed the topic, Solutions to water pollution: how to improve water
quality and sanitation? The guests of the panel were:
• Prof. Thammarat Koottatep, Department of Energy, Environment, and
Climate Change, Asian Institute of Technology
• Ms Aimee Gonzales, Executive Director, Partnerships in Environmental
Management for the Seas of East Asia

16

• Ms Kakuko Nagatani-Yoshida, Chief Technical Advisor, Counter
MEASURE II, United Nations Environment Programme Asia and the
Pacific Office
• Prof. Dr Khin Ni Thein, Component 1, Director of World Bank’s AIRBM
Project, Initiator of the Water Think Tank, Myanmar
Session Chair: Dato’ Ir. Hj. Nor Hisham bin Mohd Ghazali, Director General,
Department of Irrigation and Drainage, Ministry of Environment and Water, Malaysia.
Moderator: Mr Kongmeng Ly, Water Quality Officer, MRC Secretariat.

Panellist Prof. Dr Khin Ni Thein, Component 1, Director of World Bank’s AIRBM
Project, Initiator of the Water Think Tank, Myanmar, introduced, water treatment in
Myanmar, where technology plays an extremely important role in different treatment
of water including rain, river, sea and sewage water. This technology includes simple
air-to-water technology, in-house monitoring of water quality and sampling points,
and technology based on water and wastewater treatment solution provider. Each
of these technologies tackles different issues, and their implementation are financed
by the Government, the private sector, and regional and global donors. Importantly,
to ensure the sustainability of this technological solution and projects, there is an
essential need for more political space for community and private sector to be part of
the projects’ development as well as the solution.
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Panellist Prof. Thammarat Koottatep, Department of Energy, Environment, and
Climate Change, Asian Institute of Technology (top right of the photo) presented
the generative sanitation solution in Thailand. The new technology , the generative
sanitation system, adopts a holistic approach that has been revolutionized and used in
Thailand to tackle the wastewater issue. It has been carried out by the private sector,
and despite the high cost, the results yielded have been highly significant.

Panellist Aimee T. Gonzales, Executive Director, Partnerships in Environmental
Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) Resource Facility, described the water
security and sanitation system that was implemented by government and the private
sector in the ASEAN region. The public and private partnership (PPP) focuses mainly
on addressing the issues of inefficiencies associated with the monopoly, the single
investment structure, the low operation efficiency of water pollution control projects,
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the high operating costs, and the poor quality of service. The Government must adjust
its role and focus on implementing the policies and regulations, and provide a stable
system and guidance on best practices to bring more people to participate in project
development and management.

Panellist Ms Kakuko Nagatani-Yoshida, Chief Technical Advisor, CounterMEASURE II,
United Nations Environment Programme Asia and the Pacific Office, spoke specifically
about three applications of technology that have a strong potential benefit to
communities and that can be scaled up to a wider geographical area in Asia: (i) smart
sanitation for water settlements to stop wastewater pollution and increase marinebased economic activities in Malaysia; (ii) microplastic survey technologies, which
include product source identification and the use of AI to generate a plastic pollution
heatmap; and (ii) detection of plastics using AI technology and AI scanning of satellite
images for hotspots.
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PANEL 3. SOLUTIONS TO CLIMATE RISKS: HOW TO MITIGATE
FLOOD AND DROUGHT AND MANAGE SALTWATER INTRUSION?

The panel discussed on the topic, Solutions to climate risks: How to mitigate flood
and drought and manage saltwater intrusion? The guests of the panel were:
• Ms Nguyen Hong Phuong, Deputy Director General, Viet Nam National
Mekong Committee, Viet Nam
• Ms Chawee Wongprasittiporn, Strategy Expert, Office of the National
Water Resources, Thailand
• H.E. Pich Dun, Advisor, Cambodia National Mekong Committee,
Cambodia (second row, first on the left)
• Ms Ratna Devi Nadarajan, Programme Specialist, Mekong Institute
• Mr Craig McVeigh, CEO, Similie Pty. Ltd.
• Mr Martinho Fatima, Head of Department Preparation, Prevention and
Mitigation of Disaster, Government of Timor Leste
Session Chair: Dr Vinliam Bounlom, Deputy Director General of the Department
Meteorology and Hydrology, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment , Lao
PDR (second picture on top from left)
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Ms Chawee Wongprasittiporn,
Expert on Strategy Office of
National Water Resources,
Thailand Thai National Mekong
Committee (TNMC), explained
the enabling policy tackling
flood and drought in Thailand,
especially for the northeast,
and the Lower Mekong Basin
area,
which
includes
reforestation, strategic river basin planning, and integrated water management
planning, etc. One of the essential solutions is combining a planning policy to tackle
flood and drought with the creation of risk maps of flood and drought from climate
change and of the strategic river basin management, etc.

Panellist H.E Mr Pich Dun, Advisor to CNMC, shared how Cambodia and Viet Nam can
work together to manage transboundary floods in the Mekong Delta area in terms
of strategic directions. Tremendous flooding has been caused by climate change and
population growth, which requires strong bilateral cooperation of these countries to
address the issues regarding implementation and technology research.
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Panellist Ms Nguyen Hong Phuong, Deputy Director General Viet Nam National
Mekong Committee Secretariat, presented the solutions and measurements of salinity
intrusion in the Mekong Delta of Viet Nam. The solutions involved many sectors of
the relevant government authorities in order to determine the best planning. This
included more efficient communication, awareness raising, and technology for early
forecasting and warning. Importantly, a strong partnership with different partners and
sectors is needed, such as financial institutions, international and local organizations,
the private sector, and individuals for financial support, as well as the exchange of
experiences, expertise, data, and information.

Panellist Mr Craig McVeigh, CEO, Similie Pty. Ltd., and Panellist Mr Martinho Fatima,
Head of the Department of Preparation, Prevention and Mitigation of Disaster,
Government of Timor Leste, have specifically discussed Digital Rapid Response Data
Collection Tools for Floods – Timor-Leste. It is essential to obtain timely and accurate
data to inform flood response decision-making in order to meet the country’s
expectations to respond to natural disasters, allowing for a user-friendly and accurate
application of data information.
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Panellist Ms Ratna Devi Nadarajan, Programme Specialist, Mekong Institute,
explained how to bridge knowledge gaps to improve the management of flood
and drought in the Mekong sub‐region, which includes compatibility (cross‐border,
administrative levels), land use and land use planning, city planning, investment,
development partners and donors.

YOUTH AND WATER SECURITY IN THE MEKONG RIVER BASIN

Opening remarks by Dr An Pich Hatda, CEO, MRC Secretariat:
• Youth can be a major leader of change.
• Young minds will take care of global problems.
• Sustainable uses in Mekong region must be secured.
The ASEAN Youth meeting brought many brilliant youth from each country (Cambodia,
Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam) to present their ideas in addressing water security
issues in the Mekong region. The meeting yielded positive results.
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The participating countries included Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand, and Viet Nam,
which presented their unique ideas on a variety of different topics that involved water
security issues, such as improvement of water quality, balancing of the uses of water,
water-related disaster management, and the challenges and opportunities in the
Mekong region. In the limited time, each team presented their skills and innovative
ideas, and discussed content management.

Lao youth representatives from the National University of Lao PDR presented on the
topic of challenges and opportunity to tackle water security in the region

Cambodian youth representatives from the Institute of Technology of Cambodia
presented the topic, Solutions to water scarcity: how to balance water demand and
water resources?
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Thai youth (TNMC) representatives from the Asia Institute of Technology presented
the topic, Solutions to water pollution: how to improve water quality and sanitation?

Vietnamese youth representatives from Can Tho University presented the topic,
Solutions to climate risks: How to mitigate flood and drought and manage saltwater
intrusion?
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Dr Anoulak Kittikhoun, Chief Strategy and Partnership Officer, MRC Secretariat

During the wrap-up session , comments were provided from each committee as well
as the CEO and ASEAN Secretariat.
The Thai team won, whose topic was, Solutions for water pollution, how to improve
water quality and sanitation. The runner-up was the Lao PDR team, with the topic,
Challenges and opportunity to tackle water security in the region.
Dr Anouluck Kittikhoun closed the session with four key takeaways:
• He was impressed by the youth’s intellect, not only by their general
understanding, but also their in-depth analysis of the facts.
• He was happy to see youth take the initiative to make changes in the
Mekong Region for their own future.
• The youth did not merely deplore the current situation in the Mekong
region, but also came up with the most workable solutions.
• Youth are highly creative and proposed innovative solutions.
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Group photo of Lao youth and Dr An Pich Hatda, CEO of the MRCS at the closing of
the youth engagement session

CONCLUDING KEY MESSAGES AND INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR
A MORE WATER-SECURE AND RESILIENT ASEAN REGION

Mr Santi Baran, M&E Specialist, MRC Secretariat
Mr Santi Baran, M&E Specialist, MRC Secretariat, stated that the meeting had been
highly fruitful. The challenges were constantly brought up in conversations, but
ultimately, there were framed and solutions were provided. He further stated the
importance of partnerships, policies and technology in terms of water solutions
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in the region. To better cooperate, the countries need a better understanding
of common challenges in order to have a common goal. The current situation has
been exacerbated due to the coronavirus. ASEAN countries must work together and
strengthen cooperation to tackle the issues.

Dr Vong Sok, Head of the Environment Division, ASEAN Secretariat (middle
picture from the bottom)

Dr Sok expressed his appreciation to the distinguished guests and emphasized the need
for further cooperation of each side by applying the existing structure and advancing
partnerships. Domestically, a country should start implementing plans at the local and
national levels. He stressed the importance of technology in helping resolve the water
issues in the region.
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CLOSING SESSION

Dr An Pich Hatda
Chief Executive Officer of the MRC Secretariat
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Dr An Pich Hadta delivered his closing remarks for
the two days of impressive dialogue by expressing
his sincere gratitude to all distinguished delegates
from the ASEAN Member States, the MRC
partners, speakers, and panellists for their active
participation. He highlighted their innovative ideas
and extensive experience in addressing the issues
relating to water security in the region. Dr An Pich
Hatda showed great appreciation to the MRC
Secretariat and the ASEAN Secretariat for making
this historic dialogue happen.
He reiterated that the dialogue symbolized the
strong partnership between the MRC and the ASEAN
Secretariat, and that it would be strengthened day
by day in the future. There will be more occasions
for greater cooperation and innovation.
He concluded that challenges and opportunities
were exchanged during the dialogue, which
provided more perspectives. This will become
the initial stage of more innovative solutions to be
realized in the future through the collaboration of
each participant and stakeholder.
Dr Hatda wished the distinguish delegates good
health and luck. He believes that the dialogue
will not only bring more ideas, but will also be
conducive to implementing the action plan.
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PHOTOS OF THE TWO-DAY DIALOGUE MEETING

Group photo of all distinguished delegates who were able to attend the meeting
in person
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Without this wonderful team, the first-ever ASEAN–MRC Water Security
Dialogue Meeting 2021 would not have been possible.
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