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5th MRC Regional Stakeholder Forum,  

20-21 September 2018, Landmark Hotel, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR 

 

 

Opening remarks  

 

By H.E. Madame Bounkham Vorachit  
 

Vice Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of Lao PDR  

Vice Chairperson of the Lao National Mekong Committee 

Alternate Member of the MRC Council for Lao PDR 
 

 

Distinguished delegates and representatives from MRC Member Countries, MRC 

Development Partners, NGOs, civil society, research institutes, private sector and 

media 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Good morning  

 

On behalf of the Government of Lao PDR, and my own behalf, it is my great honour 

and pleasure to welcome all of you  to attend this the 5th Regional Stakeholder Forum 

of the Mekong River Commission today being held in Vientiane Capital.  

 

The MRC member countries, including Lao PDR, have always have respected and 

followed the 1995 Mekong Agreement. In demonstrating this commitment, The Heads 

of the Member State had strongly reaffirmed the MRC mission to promote and 

coordinate the sustainable development and management of the water and related 

resources of the Mekong for the countries mutual benefits and the peoples well-being 

as clearly stated in Siem Reap Declaration that the cooperation and stakeholder 

engagement are highlighted as a key principle in Mekong river basin planning and 

component of integrated water resources management (IWRM), 

 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

MRC cooperation has worked successfully for more than 20 (twenty) years. Under 

MRC framework, we have developed and agreed on a MRC Procedures, Basin 

Development Strategy, we are also monitoring our water quality and quantity , sharing 

data and information and partner with each other’s development projects. I believed that 

many other international river basins acknowledge this success and good experiences 

practiced and find constructive ways to cooperate.  

 

As you know, the Mekong basin has a high demand for electricity while the supply 

source exists with its large hydropower potential and other renewable energy. 

Development of hydropower brings associated benefits to expanding irrigation that is 

key to food security, provides access to electricity that is key to poverty reduction, has 
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synergy with connectivity that is key to enhancing regional trade and integration, and 

provides some level of flood protection that is important part of adapting to climate 

change.  

 

The Lao PDR has always attached the great importance and special attention to the 

principles of sustainable development, and has actively implemented its obligations 

under the relevant international agreements with a high sense of responsibility, 

especially the 1995 Mekong Agreement and its related procedures and guidelines such 

as Procedure for Notification, Prior Consultation and Agreement, which is one of the 

MRC’s Procedures that creates an opportunity for consultation and joint monitoring for 

the purpose of transparency, to ensure mutual understanding among Member Countries 

and other relevant stakeholders.This is the spirit in which the Government of Laos 

submitted the proposed Pak Lay hydropower project to the MRC and open it up for 

consultation and comments from member countries and relevant stakeholders.  

 

Distinguished delegates 

 

In conclusion, we are convinced that addressing the challenges of sustainable 

development would not be possible without the considerable support and cooperation 

from our stakeholders including Member Countries, Dialogue Partners, Development 

Partners, civil society, research institutes, private sector and media. I thank you all again 

for your interest and participation. I thank the MRC Secretariat for the excellent 

arrangement of the forum.  

 

I wish the Forum a fruitful success and I hope you enjoy your time stay in our charming 

capital city of Vientiane.  

 

With that said, I would like to declare the 5th MRC Regional Stakeholder Forum open. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  

 

Kob chai lai lai.  


