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SUMMARY

OF

Minutes MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH DIALOGUE MEETING

OF THE MRC JOINT COMMITTEE
MEKONG RIVER COMMISSION

22 OCTOBER 2020, VIENTIANE, LAO PDR (VIA VIDEO-CONFERENCE)

GENERAL

1. The Joint Committee of the MRC (the Joint Committee/JC) held its Twenty-fourth Dailogue Meeting (hereinafter referred to as “The Meeting”) via Video Conference from the Secretariat, on 22 October 2020, via Teleconferencing, Vientiane, Lao PDR. The proposed Agenda items include the following (Appendix No.1: Provisional Agenda): 

· Information on the hydrological conditions in the Lower Mekong Basin (presented by MRC)
· Updated Information on water resources development and management in the Lancang Basin (presented by China)
· Updated Information on the water resources development and management in Myanmar, including Mekong basin (presented by Myanmar)
· Progress on the implementation of the MOU between the MRCS and LMC Water Center (presented by MRC)
· Progress on Proposal for Joint Study on the Changing Patterns of Hydrological Conditions of the Lancang-Mekong basin and Adaptation Strategies (presented by MRC)
· Proposals for cooperation between the MRC and Dialogue Partners (presented by MRC)
· Current and Future Cooperation between China and the MRC (presented by China)
A. Opening Statement by the Chairperson of the MRC Joint Committee for 2020

2. The Chairperson, while welcoming the participation of all the Delegates, expressed his contentment to see that the cooperation between the MRC and its Partners has been brought to another level and with fruitful outcome. One of these is China’s agreement to increase the scope of the Mekong data sharing to include a year-round data provision, followed by some other important work, plans and proposals laying ahead for both the MRC and China to cooperate in the coming year. Referring to the latest social and political development in the world, the Chairperson saw this enhanced cooperation with its Partners as a remarkable achievement in water cooperation among the six riparian countries under the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation framework in the context of a new cooperation paradigm against the backdrop of the Mekong water as a topic of heated debate and international geopolitical competition. Before opening, the Chairperson briefly went through the agenda items and solicit comments, advice and guidance to enrich the discussions, thanked all the participants for their hard work, and wished them wellness and safety to continue their mission.    

B. Statement by the Head of Delegation of the People’s Republic of China
3. Thanking the Chairperson for his warm remark and referring to the 25th Anniversary of the establishment of the MRC, its relation with China and its mission to promote coordination and regional development, Mr. Ke Yousheng, Head of the Delegation for China, raised the world’s recent economic woes and political development and disruption as well as natural disasters, reflecting the need for countries in the region to be united against the mentioned challenges. Citing regional connectivity and dependcy with the example of the Belt and Road Initiative, common aspirations and the need to maintain hard-earned peace and prosperity in the region, Mr. Ke Yousheng reiterated the importance of concrete actions and consolidation of partnership by countries in the region to allow MRC and Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) as well as other relevant platforms a role to play to produce a needed synergy and determine their own futures and interests through the participation in the above initiative and by maintaining the current multilateral cooperation and regional unity through avoidance of outside intervention in the sub-region development affairs. With all these in mind, China will work together with the Mekong countries to expedite the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, to alleviate poverty and enhance their capacity for self-generated development through all the current mechanism including the LMC framework to bring water resources cooperation to a whole new level in the spirit of amity, sincerity, mutual benefit and inclusiveness. This has been showcased by today’s signing of Agreement on the Provision of Year-round Hydrological Information from the Lancang River, MRC’s participation as Observer to the Ministerial Meeting of Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation held in Beijing, and the signing of the MOU with the Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation Center, just to name a few.
C. Statement by the Head of Delegation of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
4. Myanmar representative expressed his pleasure and deepest appreciation to the Chairperson of the MRC Joint Committee for 2020. Recognizing myriad of challenges including forest degradation, loss of habitat and biodiversity, and extreme events of floods and droughts due to global climate change, Myanmar viewed cooperation among the Mekong Riparian Countries is essential to effectively enhance integration and sound environmental management in the region. To take great care of the development activities to avoid environmental impacts on downstream communities and ecosystems in order to maximize the social and economic benefits should be the way forward. To this end, Myanmar has put in place the necessary policies, legal procedures, and governance instruments, including the Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan (MSDP), while building the institutional, technical, and human capacities needed to achieve sustainable development in all sectors. Realizing an effective water cooperation mechanism is vital to achieve fair and rational solutions to water disputes and combat the negative impacts of climate change, Myanmar is willing to cooperate with the MRC MCs in its position as an active dialogue partner that will support the MRC’s “whole basin” approach through cooperation among the riparian countries. Myanmar warmly welcomes the memorandum of understanding between the Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation Center and the MRCS. Myanmar does believe that more collaboration among the six riparian countries could only be enhanced by experience sharing, information exchange, monitoring, joint assessments and research studies, knowledge management, and capacity building pertaining to water resources development and management in order to support the management and development of the Mekong River Basin. One of such examples is the invitation extended by the MRC for Myanmar to join the Riparian Professional Programme. 
D. Information on the hydrological conditions in the Lower Mekong Basin (presented by MRC)
5. The Secretariat started out by reporting on the rainfall and weather condition, characterizing the 2019-2020 as a drought year, since the Southwest Monsoon of 2020 arrived later than normal and cumulative rainfall was lower than the 10-year average and in 2019. Then the report touched on river monitoring on the mainstream, placing an emphasis on reverse flows to Tonle Sap Lake. For the first 5 months of 2020 (Jan-May), the flows in the Mekong River from Chiang Saen to Kratie were typically higher than the average, but from June-September, they were lower than average. The third category is drought monitoring and forecasting. The flows into TSL were significantly delayed for about two weeks later than in 2019 and 40 days later than the average, causing extremely dry conditions with the reverse flows decreased about 64% from average at their lowest on record since 1997. The last one touched on outlook of remaining wet season 2020. Overall, the rainfall in August has cooled down the drought condition. The outlook from October-December is to be relatively wet without any drought condition.
6. The Meeting took note of the information presented by the Secretariat.
E. Updated Information on water resources development and management in the Lancang Basin (presented by China)
7. China presented to the Meeting two important topics including 1) Updated information on water resources of Lancang River basin including Basic information of Lancang River Basin, Precipitation in Lancang River Basin of Yunnan, and Data Sharing in 2020; and 2) Works carried out by MWR of China since the 23rd Dialogue. These incldue 1) the MRC Council field visit in China during the Ministerial Meeting of the Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation, and 2) Works of MWR of China under the Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation Mechanism, 3) Attendance of the 1st Ministerial Meeting of Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation, 4) A memorandum of understanding was signed between LMC Water Center and MRCS, 5) Attendance of the 3rd Special Meeting of JWG on Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation in 2019, 6) Attendance of the 3rd Special Meeting of JWG on Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation in 2019, and 7) Attendance of the 1st and 2nd Video Meeting of JWG on Lancang-Mekong Water Resources Cooperation in 2020.
8. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the information and work done by China on the Lancang-Mekong in terms of cooperation with MRC and looked forward to more fruitful cooperation in the future.
F. Updated Information on the water resources development and management in Myanmar, including Mekong basin (presented by Myanmar)
9. Myanmar’s representative presented the updated information on the water resources development and management in Myanmar including the following: River resources potential in Myanmar including first Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan, Myanmar National Water Policy and other policies, Water Related Ministries and Organizations in Myanmar, National Water Resources Committee (NWRC), Ayeyarwady Integrated Water Resources Management Programme, International Cooperation –MRC, LMI,LMC, JCCCN, Bilateral Cooperation, Implementing projects in Mekong Region, as well as the cooperation with the MRC in areas such as related MRC meetings, technical workshops, stakeholder consultations and Junior Riparian Programme.
10. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the work done by Myanmar on the water resources development and management in Myanmar, especially relating to the Mekong, and looked forward to more cooperation activities and the coming Joint Study.
G. Progress on the implementation of the MOU between the MRCS and LMC Water Center (presented by MRC) & I. Proposals for cooperation between the MRC and Dialogue Partners (presented by MRC) 
11. Providing some background information for the Meeting, the Secretariat reported on the three collaborative initiatives and proposals including 1) Joint study on the changing patterns of hydrological conditions, 2) Development of LMC Information Sharing Platform (ISP), and 3) Proposal for Lancang-Mekong basin partnership for the Global Environment Facility funding. For the Joint Study and Information Sharing Platform of Mekong Lancang Water Cooperation, the Secretariat informed the Meeting of the objective and current status. For the Proposal for Lancang-Mekong basin partnership for the Global Environment Facility, the Secretariat informed the Meeting of the three components under the Partnership Project and that the MRCS has been in discussion with the World Bank, LMC Water Center and IWMI. Also, there have also been discussions on the expansion of the project proposal to include new direction from the BDS 2021-2030.
12. Besides, the Secretariat also presented proposed areas of cooperation such as personnel exchange with LMC Water Center and medium and long-term plan including cooperation opportunities under the new BDS: Sediment management plan, joint basin expert group, and joint state of basin report. Also, the Secretariat reported on future plan for discharge and sediment monitoring with Myanmar in the context of the Xieng Kok HYCOS Monitoring Station in Luang Namtha Province in Lao PDR (this item was reported together with agenda H. above in one Power Point).

13. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the work and achievements made by the Secretariat and LMC Water Center, and support the proposals for joint study, collaboration on information sharing platform, GEF and personnel exchanges. 
H. Progress on Proposal for Joint Study on the Changing Patterns of Hydrological Conditions of the Lancang-Mekong basin and Adaptation Strategies (presented by MRC)
14. The Secretariat then moved on to present the progress of the Joint Study on the changing patterns of hydrological conditions of the Lancang-Mekong basin and adaptation strategies, reporting first on its background, expected outputs, process and outcomes from national consultations, and recommendations and next steps. Addressing all the MCs’ comments from the recent 50th JC Meeting, the Secretariat will develop a final draft of the proposal. Spanning from December 2019 to May 2021, the proposal outlines the following activities: Proposal preparation and approval, Technical reports preparation, and Reporting and dissemination. The Secretariat suggested the Joint Study kick-start as soon as possible.
15. The meeting agreed for the MRCS and LMC Water Center to further work together on the scope and details of the Joint Study.
I. Current and Future Cooperation between China and the MRC (presented by China)
16. China reported to the Meeting its future cooperation activities, including 1) the Data and information sharing, 2) Exchange visits (including joint field visit to source and mouth of Lancang-Mekong river) and capacity building, and 3) coordination and cooperation under Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Mechanism. China MWR will continue to work with MRCS to enhance and expand its cooperation in water sector and hope to discuss more details and specific actions to take its dialogue partnership to a new high. China MWR supported proposal to further strengthen mechanism synergy and jointly promote related cooperation. China attached its great importance to the participation of the MRCS in the process of the Lancang-Mekong water resources cooperation.
17. The Meeting took note with appreciation of the future cooperation proposal by China and looked forward to working together. The Meeting agreed that the Review of the Draft Minutes should be done at a later stage to allow time for the Signing of the Agreement on the year-round Hydrological Information Provision.
J. Closing Statement by the Chairperson of the MRC Joint Committee for 2020
18. As the Meeting came to an end, the Chairperson expressed his delight to have witnessed such robust discussions with the most strategic guidance provided for the matters essential to the MRC work and the mutual interest and enhanced relations with its partners through a number of works, including joint study; development of the information sharing platform; GEF proposal; joint international symposium on sediment; personnel exchange; and most important of all is the signing of Agreement on year-round hydrological information provision. The Chairperson thanked all the JC members and Dialogue Partners and the MRCS for their hard work and concerted efforts for these fruitful outcomes and wished them all wellness and safety from the Pandemic to continue their work.
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