








The study will provide reliable scientific environmental, social, and
economic impacts of water resources development in the Mekong River

is the Council Study?

encompassing cross-cutting sectors and impacts.

The CS will fill major knowledge gaps on the environmental, social, and
economic impacts of major development in the Mekong basin in the

short, medium and long term. The CS will enhance the ability of MRC
to advise MCs on the potential benefits and impacts of water resource

development of the basin based on sound scientific evidence; optimise

is the Council Study the Basin Development process; and ultimately contribute to sound
decision making by the MCs in the development of the Mekong basin.
important and A spillover effect of the CS is to promote capacity building and ensure
technology transfer to MCs during the entire study process.
relevant?

The Council Study is led by a regional coordinator with the support from

a core technical group comprising regional and international experts
broken down into:

AN 8Z u Y § u-e formulate water-resource development

scenarios surrounding six areas: irrigation, agriculture and land
use, hydropower, flood protection, domestic and industrial
o water use, and navigation.
&]A Je 1% 0]v $ u-e whdradogiacbiological, socio-
economic, macro-economic, and climate change assessments.

IS IﬂVOlVEd In the This team assess the baseline status of the Mekong Basin and
Council Study? impacts of formulated scenarios.

The & P]}v o }}@E ] $¥EJand A]e}E - lead the thematic and
discipline teams, and are overseen by senior management of the MRC

Secretariat. Together a regional coordinator and technical advisors and

CS core team are also serving as the advisory group of the study.

MC representatives and development partners who make up the
Z P]J}v o d Zv] o t}& hanBge, @perdtse and provide
guidance on the technical work of the Council Study.
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is the Council Study
implemented?

The Council Study is broken down in three main phases: (i) formulation of
water resource development scenarios, (ii) cumulative impact assessment,
and (iii) knowledge transfer (See figure 1)

1.

Water Resource Development Scenarios: The six thematic
teams formulate development scenarios in the Mekong Basin covering
a timeframe from 2020 — 2040. The twenty-year span scenarios will be
irrigation, hydropower, flood control, navigation, agriculture and land
use, and domestic and industrial water use. The five discipline teams
assess the baseline status of the Mekong and the impacts of formulated
scenarios on hydrology, sediments, bio-resources, coastal, socio-
economy, and climate change.

Cumulative impact assessment: integrates and builds on
the results of the first phase (thematic and disciplinary assessments).
Resource sustainability, cross-sectoral synergies, and transboundary
balance underlies the cumulative assessment. Resource sustainability
aims to achieve optimal socio-economic benefits at minimal cost to the
environment. Cross-sectoral synergies intends to measure the extent of
trade-offs among sectors. Transboundary balance intends to measure
how impacts and benefits are equitably distributed among countries.
[Insert info box 4 on Stakeholder Consultation]

Knowledge transfer: Results from the Council Study will be
shared and disseminated via various channels to member countries and
stakeholders of the Mekong River Basin.
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