






b. Data on water levels in each of the Lancang dam's reservoirs, in particular
Xiaowan Dam

c. Inflow and outflow data for each Lancang dam, in particular for Xiaowan
since it commenced impounding.2. 

In your Bangk()k Post opinion piece, you stated "A team of MRC modellers will be
working with Chinese counterparts over the next weeks to exchange information
and better analyze and understand both the current situation and longer term
changes." Can you please clarify the outcomc of these exchange meetings, and put
into the public domain any reports or information released to the MRC and/or
generated by the exchange program regarding the low River water levels and the
role of China's dams?3. 
In addition, if the MRC's visit to Yunnan, reported in the MRC Press Statement
dated 7 June 2010, has provided supplemental data on the Lancang Dams water
levels, please can you place this data in the p~blic domain?XV

4. Can you please provide details on agreements for future data sharing between
China and the MRC during the dry season, and this data's release to the public?

We believe that it is vital that all available information be l2ut in the Dublic domain to allow
independent analvsis of the causes of the low flows on the Mekong River.

Given the lack of publicly accessible data, it is not surprising that communities in
downstream countries are suspicious of the Lancang dams' contribution to the drought.
Academics have previously linked changes to the Mekong River's daily hydrology and
sediment load since the early 1990s to the operation of the f-ancang dam cascade. As a result,
communities downstream in Northern Thailand, Burma and Laos have suffered from a loss
of fish and aquatic plant resources, which have impacted local economies and livelihoods.
The dams in China have been built without consultation, apology, disclosure of data,
compensation or restitution to downstream countries, all of which are now long overdue.

The 2010 drought and China's upstream dam construction once again demonstrates the need
for cooperation among all countries sharing the Mekong River. The complete and timely
release of data is an important first step towards building trust and cooperation. The Mekong
region's governments, including China, should proactively work together to share
information and build a genuine partnership with riverside communities along the entire
length of the river to protect the river for present and future generations.

Yours Sincerely,

The Save the Mekong Coalition

The Save the Mekong Coalition
409 Soi Rohitsuk Pracharajbampen Road,
Huay Kwang, Bangkok Thailand 10320
mekong@savethemekong.org
Tel: (662) 691-0718-20
Fax: (662) 691-0714
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