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It is my great honour and privilege to be here attending the Environment and Climate 

Symposium held in this beautiful and dynamic Ho Chi Minh City – long dubbed ‘The Pearl of 

the Far East’. 

First of all, on behalf of the Viet Nam National Mekong Committee, allow me to express our 

warmest welcome to all participants from government agencies, regional institutions, civil 

society, academia, and our development partners to this important regional gathering. I am 

also happy to witness such a large participation that will help ensure the success of this 

symposium. Having learned about the field trip to the Mekong Delta yesterday, I believe that 

those who joined the excursion enjoyed the experience and develop some understanding in 

relation to the two main topics of the two-day conference – environment and climate change – 

about our mighty and beautiful Mekong River. 

Regarded as the tenth largest river in the world, the Mekong River is recognised as the second 

largest ecosystem in the world, sustained by a relentless seasonal flow of its mainstream and 

tributaries, interacting with surrounding land-based catchments and associated natural 

resources such as forests and biodiversity. Water resources are widely considered the most 

vital for many aspects of Mekong Basin life, supporting human needs, ecosystem functions 

and natural beauty. Water is a source of energy, livelihood, transportation and shelter for 

about 60 million people. The Mekong River fisheries are well known for their rich 

productivity and wide range of species diversity, which provide the key protein source for a 

large proportion of the basin population, especially those in rural areas. In our endeavour to 

ensure food security and people’s well-being, the vast potential of the basin’s hydropower and 

irrigation are key driving forces that represent both opportunities and major challenges. It is 

therefore worth noting at the outset of this forum that our target is to meet the need for 

economic growth amid the rapidly increasing population, not at the expense of the productive 

Mekong ecosystems and the surrounding environment. As an additional factor of international 

concern, global warming and climate change are predicted to affect many development 

sectors, societies and ecosystems throughout the Mekong Basin. The combination of climate 

change and rapid development thus presents a challenging task for all the Mekong people to 

tackle for many years to come.  

As the most downstream country of the Mekong Basin, Viet Nam would be the first to 

experience any change and impact on the river. Standing here in Ho Chi Minh City, the 
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gateway to the Mekong Delta, which is widely regarded as amongst the worst affected by sea 

level rise, we would like to emphasise the complexity of climate change impacts comprising 

not only sea level rise, but also salinity intrusion and unpredictable inflow from upstream 

reaches. While people may be debating the uncertainty of climate change predictions, 

Vietnamese in the delta have received an alarming alert, with about 30 per cent of total area 

lost, 25 per cent of inhabitants affected and a wide range of impacts on economic sectors, 

ecosystems and thereby on people’s livelihoods. 

It is therefore worth recalling a strong call from our leaders at the recent MRC summit in Hua 

Hin, Thailand, for a regional joint effort to achieve better understanding of the Mekong River 

system under combined climate change and development scenarios that would set a platform 

for the establishment of a basinwide plan on climate change adaptation. 

With this in mind, I am happy to join all of you in this symposium which could not be held in 

a better location or at a better time. It is my firm belief that the conference will give us an 

excellent chance to increase our capacity to address the challenges around the environment 

and climate in the Lower Mekong Basin region through sharing of knowledge, methodologies 

and experiences on environmental management and climate change adaptation. Under the five 

themes – methodologies and tools; knowledge and information; policy; adaptive capacity; and 

partnership and collaboration – which will be discussed over the next two days, I am 

confident that the symposium, with constructive and intensive inputs from all participants, 

will come up with solid feedback on methodologies; approaches to improve our ability to 

address future challenges; sound conclusions and much-needed recommendations.  

In concluding, I would like to encourage all of you to share not only your best knowledge and 

experiences but also your views and concerns in relation to the above-mentioned themes 

because without those, the success of this symposium is impossible.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my sincerest appreciation and thanks to 

the MRC donors and related international organizations who have provided assistance to the 

MRC Environment Programme in general, and support to this conference, in particular. We 

are looking forward to further strengthening and expanding our cooperation with them in the 

areas of environment and climate change. 

 

Finally, I would like to praise the Symposium Organizer at the MRC Secretariat for their 

unfailing efforts to prepare for this very important regional event. My thanks also go to the 

VNMC staff for their hard-working and excellent arrangements in the last few days. I wish 

the Symposium every success and all participants good health and prosperity.  
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I now declare the “MRC Environment and Climate Symposium” officially open. 

 

Thank you for your attention 

 


